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Council  Offices, 
Cleator, 

24 th  July , 1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ennerdale  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1940. 

This  Report  has,  by  instructions,  been  kept  as  brief  as 
possible  and  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  the  information 
actually  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  state  of  employment  in  the  District  has  again  showed 
considerable  improvement  during  the  year,  due  to  the  establish- 
ment of  new  industries  in  the  area  and  to  the  demand  for 
labour  in  neighbouring  areas. 

The  District  again  remained  comparatively  free  from 
notifiable  epidemic  disease.  Apart  from  a small  outbreak  of 
Typhoid  Fever  and  a few  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  an 
epidemic  of  Measles  was  the  main  feature. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  the  District 
showed  a high  Death  Rate — the  highest  for  a considerable 
number  of  years — and  this  was  reflected  throughout  the 
statistics,  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  and  Tuberculosis  Death 
Rate  all  being  considerably  increased. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mr.  Brown  and  the  members 
of  the  Sanitary  Staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  assistance,  to 
the  Officials  of  other  Departments  for  their  willing  help  and 
co-operation  in  every  way  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  continued 
support  and  consideration. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  INNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  I. — General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ennerdale  in  acres  88,730 

Population  (estimated  mid-year,  1940)  ...  27,260 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1940 

according  to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  7,1 19 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £95,222 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £348 


II. — Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  improvement  noted  in  last  year’s  report  re  the  indus- 
trial situation  continued,  and  the  area  is  more  prosperous  now 
than  it  has  been  for  a considerable  time. 

The  Cleator  Moor  Labour  Exchange  covers  the  major 
portion  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  Lowca,  Distington, 
Moresby,  Parton,  and  St.  Bees,  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr. 
Crook,  the  Manager  of  that  Exchange,  for  the  following  infor- 
mation : — 

' ‘ The  estimated  insured  population  for  this  Exchange  area 
in  1940  was  5,500. 

“ In  1939  it  was  forecasted  that  there  would  be  decided 
improvement  in  the  unemployment  position  in  the  following 
year,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  that  between  January 
and  December,  1940,  the  number  registered  decreased  from 
1,582  to  443.  This  figure  should  be  reduced  still  further  in 

I94I- 

” The  general  position  has  been  alleviated  by  the  setting 
up  of  new  factories  and  additional  work  provided  in  the  Iron 
Ore  Mines  and  at  the  Cleator  Mill,  absorbing  men  and  women 
into  industry. 

“ The  outstanding  and  pleasing  feature  of  1940  was  the 
opportunity  given  to  persons  to  secure  employment  who  other- 
wise would,  in  all  probability,  have  remained  out  of  work, 
e.g.,  persons  normally  too  old  for  industry  and  those  suffering 
from  some  disability. 

" The  prospects  for  1941  appear  to  be  good  and  should 
give  even  better  results  than  last  year.” 
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III. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


BIRTHS:  — 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

224 

196 

420 

— Illegitimate 

3 

9 

12 

Total 

227 

205 

432 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population, 

Still  Births — Legitimate  5 

15.8 

6 

11 

— Illegitimate 

— 

I 

1 

Total 

5 

7 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  26.5 


DEA  THS : — 

Total  Deaths  (all  causes) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  population 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes : 

Deaths. 

From  Sepsis  ...  nil 

From  Other  Causes  2 


Total  2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  84 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  3 


256 


250 

18.6 


506 


18.8 


Rate  per  1,000 
(Live  and  Still)  Births . 

nil 

4.42 


4.42 
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Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
in  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1940  was  27,260,  an  increase  of 
1,100  compared  with  the  estimate  for  the  middle  of  1939. 

This  large  increase  is,  no  doubt,  attributable  to  the  im- 
proved conditions  in  regard  to  employment  and  the  influx  of 
people  from  outside  since  there  was  no  natural  increase,  the 
deaths  outnumbering  the  births. 


Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  15.8 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  14.6 

,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  15. 1 

,,  ,,  Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ...  16.4 

,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  15.6 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  432 — 
227  males  and  205  females — of  whom  12 — 3 males  and  9 
females — were  illegitimate.  The  number  shows  a decrease  of 
18 — all  in  the  male  group.  The  Birth  Rate  was  15.8  per  1,000 
of  population,  a figure  which  is  1.4  lower  than  for  the  previous 
year. 

Deaths. 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  18.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  18.8 


Crude. 

Adjusted. 

Death  Rate — England  and  Wales  ... 

12. 1 

— 

,,  ,,  — Rural  Districts  of 

Cumberland 

x4-7 

13-9 

,,  ,,  — Urban  Districts  of 

Cumberland 

16.0 

16.3 

,,  ,,  — County  of  Cumberland 

15.2 

I4.8 

The  nett  deaths  for  the  District  after  making  adjustments 
for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  i.e.,  after  adding  the  num- 
ber of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  but  were  normally 
resident  in  the  District,  and  deducting  those  who  died  in  the 
District  but  were  normally  resident  outside,  numbered  506 — 256 
male  and  250  female — an  increase  of  146  compared  with  the 
number  for  the  previous  year. 

This  gives  a crude  Death  Rate  of  18.6  as  compared  with 
13.6  for  the  previous  year. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  183,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  etc.,  82, 
Cancer  40,  and  Tuberculosis  40. 
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The  following  two  Tables  show  the  age  at  death  of  all  cases 
and  the  causes  of  death. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  causes  

256 

250 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

1 

Measles  

t 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

Influenza  

5 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

21 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  

6 

3 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

Cancer  

18 

22 

Diabetes  

1 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

20 

23 

Heart  Disease  

44 

57 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

15 

24 

Bronchitis  

17 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

18 

14 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

17 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer  

2 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

3 

— 

Appendicitis  

2 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

6 

9 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

7 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  &c. 

9 

11 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

1 

Suicide  

2 

2 

Other  Violence  

4 

4 

All  Other  Causes  

34 

28 

10 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births : — 

Legitimate,  80;  Illegitimate,  230;  Total,  84. 


England  and  Wales 
Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
County  of  Cumberland  ... 


55 

7i 

75 

73 


The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
37 — 21  male  and  16  female.  This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  84,  a rate  which  is  20  worse  than  for  1939,  and  eleven 
more  than  for  the  County  as  a whole. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Prematurity  and  Congenital 
Defects  which  together  accounted  for  20  deaths,  and  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia  which  together  accounted  for  8.  Fifteen 
deaths  took  place  within  the  neo-natal  period,  i.e.,  within  one 
month  of  birth.  The  mortality  rate  for  male  children  was  91 
and  for  female  children  76. 


INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  AGES  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH,  1940. 
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The  causes  and  age  at  death  are  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing Table : — 
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BIRTHS,  INFANTILE  DEATHS,  AND  MORTALITY 

BY  PARISHES. 


Registered 

Infantile 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington 

...  78 

7 

90 

Cleator  Moor 

...  107 

11 

103 

Distington 

...  25 

3 

120 

Egremont 

...  81 

7 

86 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

6 

— 

— 

Gosforth  ... 

7 

1 

M3 

Haile  

1 

— 

— 

Lamplugh 

12 

1 

83 

Lowca 

...  15 

2 

133 

Lowside  Quarter  ... 

— 

1 

— 

Moresby  ... 

21 

— 

— 

Netherwasdale 

— 

— 

— 

Parton 

20 

— 

— 

Ponsonby  ... 

— 

1 

— 

Rottington 

1 

— 

— 

St.  Bees  ... 

9 

— 

— 

St.  Bridgets 

7 

1 

M3 

St.  Johns  ... 

...  17 

1 

59 

Weddicar  ... 

6 

1 

167 

Registered  outside  District 

Total 

...  19 

...  432 

37 

86 

Total 
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B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

I.  — Public  Health  Officers. 

A list  of  these  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

Dr.  Hunter  left  to  take  up  Military  Service  on  the  20th 
April,  1940,  and  Dr.  Nora  Leesmith  was  appointed  Temporary 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  27th  May,  1940. 

Mr.  J.  Wear,  Clerk,  who  was  successful  in  obtaining  the 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  was  called  up  for 
Military  Service  on  the  29th  July,  and  Miss  Davidson  of  the 
Whitehaven  Health  Department  took  charge  of  the  clerical 
work  as  a temporary  arrangement. 

II.  — General  Health  Services. 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  remained  as 
detailed  in  a previous  report  and  there  are  no  changes  to  report 
in  these  arrangements.  Only  one  or  two  comments  are, 
therefore,  necessary  in  this  connection. 

Hospitals. 

(1)  General . — The  position  as  regards  general  hospital 
accommodation  remains  as  stated  in  previous  reports.  The 
building  of  a new  hospital  has  been  indefinitely  postponed 
owing  to  prevailing  conditions. 

(2)  Fever. — For  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the  arrange- 
ments described  in  previous  reports  remained  in  force,  cases 
both  from  the  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  Whitehaven  being 
admitted  to  the  Rural  District’s  Hospital  at  Galemire.  On 
1st  April,  1940,  the  West  Cumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board 
came  into  being,  and  a new  arrangement  was  made  whereby 
cases  from  the  constituent  Authorities,  of  which  the  Enner- 
dale District  is  one,  are  admitted  to  the  three  hospitals  in  the 
Board's  area  according  to  the  diseases,  e.g.,  Diphtheria  to 
Galemire  Hospital,  Scarlet  Fever  to  Broughton  Moor  Hospital, 
and  Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  Enteric,  etc.,  to  Ellerbeck  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  provisions  for  the  examination  of  Laboratory  speci- 
mens remained  as  detailed  in  last  year’s  report.  During  the 
year  practitioners  in  the  area  sent  128  specimens  for  examina- 


n at  a cost  of  £30  5s.  od. 
follows : — 

The  specimens  examined 

were 

Disease  suspected. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis 

8 

48 

56 

Diphtheria 

8 

36 

44 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

M 

J4 

Typhoid 

1 

10 

11 

Others 

— 

3 

3 
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C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. 

Excluding  certain  isolated  houses  and  farms  the  greater 
part  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  gravitation  from 
springs  and  moorland  gathering  grounds  on  the  mountain  range 
which  roughly  forms  the  eastern  boundary. 

The  rainfall  during  1940  as  recorded  by  Mr.  Hough  Watson 
of  Braystones  was:  — 

Gillerthwaite  in  the  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 
(O.D.440). 

Total  for 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Year. 

4.45  5.20  10.75  3.00  1.80  1.50  8.10  4.30  8.50  7.40  10.00  11.80  74.80 

The  total  for  1939  was  84.12  inches  and  the  average  over 
five  years  is  87.94  inches. 

Braystones  in  the  Parish  of  Lowside  Quarter  (O.D.36). 

Total  for 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Year. 

3.20  1.19  4.78  1.62  1.67  0.83  3.44  1.38  3.79  4.43  4.65  4.46  35.44 

The  total  for  1939  was  36.39  inches  and  the  average  for 
77  years  is  37.94  inches. 

The  position  in  regard  to  water  supplies  remains  as  de- 
tailed in  last  year’s  Report,  with  the  exception  that  in  sub- 
stitution for,  and  in  extension  of,  the  unsatisfactory  supplies 
from  The  High  and  Lamb  Hill  in  the  Parish  of  Moresby  and  a 
private  supply  taken  by  the  Lowther  Estates  Ltd.,  from  the 
Corporation  of  Whitehaven  for  Moresby  Parks,  a supply  is 
being  taken  from  the  Harrington  and  Distington  Joint  Water 
Undertaking.  The  work  of  laying  the  new  mains  was  still  in 
progress  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

No  major  improvements  were  effected  to  the  Council’s 
remaining  five  water  undertakings. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  number  of  premises  newly  connected  to  the  public 
sewers  were : — 

No.  of  Premises  No.  of  Cesspools 
Connected.  Abolished. 

Parish  of  Gosforth  ...  16  4 

All  new  drainage,  including  that  on  housing  schemes,  is 
subjected  to  hydraulic  test  before  filling  in. 

Of  the  six  schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  referred 
to  in  my  Report  for  last  year,  the  scheme  for  St.  Bridget’s, 
Beckermet,  St.  John’s,  Beckermet,  and  Haile  was  commenced 
on  the  23rd  May,  1940,  and  completed  on  the  2nd  November, 
1940.  Correspondence  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  still 
proceeding  with  regard  to  sections  of  the  Scheme  for  the 
Parish  of  Arlecdon  and  Frizington.  The  Weddicar  (Keekle) 
ejector  plant  was  still  under  maintenance  by  the  makers,  the 
plant  not  having  yet  been  taken  over  as  satisfactory. 

The  charge  to  the  General  Rate  Fund  for  Sewerage  and 
Sewerage  Disposal  maintenance  for  1940  was  £1,640  5s  8d. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  provision  of  sewers  and  the  collection  of  refuse  in 
some  of  the  villages  has  largely  removed  the  cause  of  com- 
plaint of  pollution  of  streams. 

The  covering  of  a portion  of  Skirting  Beck,  Egremont, 
was  completed. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Twenty-five  privy  middens  and  privy  pail  closets  were 
abolished  and  twenty-seven  new  water  closets  provided  in 
place  of  these. 

Privies  Abolished  New  W.C.'s. 


Gosforth 

Distington 


• • • 


• • • 


16 

9 


18 

9 
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Public  Cleansing. 

( а ) Refuse  Collection. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  by  the  Council’s 
own  workmen  in  fifteen  parishes  or  parts  thereof.  A number 
of  outlying  hamlets  are  scavenged  by  contractors  who  pro- 
vide their  own  vehicles. 

Sanitary  dustbins  were  provided  in  place  of  unsatisfactory 
refuse  receptacles  at  120  houses. 

(б)  Refuse  Disposal. 

Bulk  tipping  in  disused  quarries  and  subsided 
areas  remains  the  method  of  refuse  disposal,  and, 
whilst  there  is  some  improvement  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
tips,  the  infestation  by  rats  calls  for  closer  attention.  This, 
presumably,  is  not  an  opportune  time  to  consider  improve- 
ments in  the  disposal  methods,  but  the  problem  ought 
certainly  to  receive  consideration  in  normal  times. 

(■ c ) Street  Cleansing. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Highway  Author- 
ity. 


(d)  Cost  of  Public  Cleansing. 

The  Rural  Council’s  expenditure  on  public  cleansing  for 
the  financial  year  to  31st  May,  1940,  was:  — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...£2,349  1 1 

Street  Cleansing  (Parishes  of  Arlecdon  and 

Frizington,  Cleator  Moor,  and  Egremont)  470  3 8 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  carried  out 
under  the  Public  Health  and  other  Acts  relating  to  Public 
Health  matters  in  the  district  during  the  year  1940. 
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Housing  Act , 1936. 

Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  ...  ...  ...  167 

Houses  Capable  of  Repair  885 

Overcrowding  36 

Disinfestation — No.  of  Houses  ...  ...  11 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  357 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Water  Supplies  1,080 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,681 

Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Dangerous  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  4 

Infectious  Disease. 

Disinfections — No.  of  Houses  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  10 

Typhoid  Fever  39 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

No.  of  Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dairy  Premises  919 

Factory  Act. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  63 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical  Power)  ...  10 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Slaughterhouses  127 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 228 

Retail  Shops  ...  176 


i8 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

Destruction  of  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  75 


Miscellaneous. 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Drain  Testing  83 

Shops  under  Shops  Act 10 

Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  10 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  32 

Evacuees  Billets  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Salvage  337 

Temporary  Structures  ...  ...  ...  261 

Public  Conveniences  3 

Marine  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fire  Watchers  Order  ...  ...  ...  4 

War  Damage  to  Property  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (Unclassified)  ...  308 


14,834 


In  connection  with  the  above  visits  the  following  action 
was  necessary:  — 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  507 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  420 

Improvements  carried  out  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Choked  drains  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  18 

Accumulations  removed 10 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  120 

Defective  eaves  gutters,  downspouts 

repaired  12 

Choked  sewers  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dampness  prevented  ...  ...  ...  19 

Water  closet  fittings  renewed  or  repaired  176 
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Water  service  pipes  renewed  17 

Waste  of  water  prevented  ...  ...  149 

Yards  repaired  2 

House  drainage  renovated  ...  ...  3 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  1 

Defective  ventilation  shafts  renewed  ...  6 

New  water  closet  structures  built  ...  5 

Dangerous  walls  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insanitary  sink  waste  pipes  renewed  ...  6 

Insanitary  sinks  abolished  ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  to  houses  improved  ...  ...  7 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  buildings  demolished  ...  1 

Rat  infested  premises  dealt  with  ...  ...  1 

Pail  Closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  25 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  redrained  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

New  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  27 


Shops. 

During  the  year  10  visits  were  paid  to  shops.  Two  con- 
traventions of  Shops  Act  were  recorded  and  remedied. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Eleven  houses  were  disinfested  during  the  year. 

The  method  of  disinfestation  in  each  case  was  by  pro- 
prietary insecticides  followed  by  general  cleansing  by  the 
occupiers.  No  Council  houses  were  disinfested. 


Condition  of  Schools 

In  my  report  for  1938  I reported  upon  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  30  elementary  schools  in  the  Rural  District.  No 
improvements  were  effected  during  the  year. 
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D.— HOUSING. 

i. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  614 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  2,587 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  65 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  150 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  15 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  50 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 527 

3. — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  owners  I 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  1 
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( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied 52 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(#)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  6 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  nil 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  existing  conditions  it  is  Impossible  to  give,  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy,  definite  figures  relating  to  overcrowd- 
ing, nor  has  it  been  found  possible  to  keep  strictly  in  all  cases 
to  the  fixed  standard. 

IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE 

HOUSING  ACT. 

New  eaves  or  rainwater  fall-pipe  provided  or  repaired  ...  21 

Roofs  repaired  58 

New  sinks  provided  35 
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New  wash-houses 
Wash-houses  repaired 
Food  Stores  provided 
Yards  repaved  and  improved 
External  walls  repaired 
Baths  installed 

Doors  

Privy  middens  abolished 
Houses  re-drained 
Drainage  improved  ... 

Water  supplies  provided 

Living  Rooms. 

Floors  repaired  

Fireplaces  repaired  ... 

Window  Frames  repaired  ... 

Dampness  prevented 
Plasterwork  repaired 
Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 
Other  defects 

Sleeping  Rooms. 

Dampness  prevented 
Plasterwork  repaired 
Floors  repaired 
Windows  repaired  ... 

Staircases  repaired  and  handrails  provided 
Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  ... 

Other  defects  ... 

Sculleries. 

Plasterwork  repaired 

Sink  waste  Pipes  repaired 

Floors  repaired 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Water  closet  structures  repaired  ... 
Boilers  renewed 
Other  defects 
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E. —INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  370  registered  producers  in  the  district  of  whom 
33  produce  designated  milk,  viz. : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Accredited 

Ordinary 


There  are  373  persons  registered  as  milk  purveyors,  viz. : 


Retailers  only 


...  224 


Wholesalers  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Both  wholesale  and  retail  ...  ...  ...  13 

Three  of  the  retailers  are  not  producers.  The  number  of 
registered  premises  is  370  and  during  the  year  919  visits  were 
paid  to  these,  and  in  consequence  of  informal  action,  27  exist- 
ing cowsheds  were  brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard  and 
one  new  cowshed  was  built. 

In  consequence  of  the  demand  for  liquid  milk,  131  dairy 
farmers,  who  had  hitherto  been  producers  of  butter,  com- 
menced to  wholesale  their  milk  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

In  some  of  these  cases,  although  the  premises  could  be 
regarded  as  quite  satisfactory  for  the  production  of  butter, 
they  were  not  equipped  to  meet  the  altered  circumstances. 
Forty-nine  premises  were  provided  with  new  or  improved 
dairies. 

Sampling. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  co-operation  with  the 
County  Authorities  in  regard  to  taking  samples  of  milk  was 
continued.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  take  all  the  samples,  and 
the  cost  is  shared  by  the  two  Authorities. 

A report  of  the  findings  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  also  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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During  the  year  327  samples  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  examination.  These  are  shown  according  to  grade  of  milk, 
result,  and  number  of  producers  concerned. 


SATISFACTORY. 
Grade.  Producers.  Samples. 


Tuberculin  Tested  5 48 

Accredited  ...  14  74 

Ungraded  ...  18  103 

Pasteurised  . . . 1 5 


UNSATISFACTORY. 
Producers.  Samples. 
2 6 

12  28 

39  63 


The  standard  taken  as  satisfactory  in  graded  milks  is  that 
fixed  by  the  Regulations,  and  for  ordinary  milks  for  which 
no  standard  is  fixed,  the  standard  taken  is  that  for  Accredited 
milk.  This  is  a standard  that  can  be  maintained  by  reasonable 
care  and  cleanliness.  The  public  has  a right  to  expect  this 
standard  and  it  should  be  made  compulsory. 

No  evidence  of  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  was 
reported. 


( b ) Meat  and  Slaughterhouses. 

As  from  the  15th  February,  slaughtering  in  this  district 
was  suspended  and  now  takes  place  in  the  Borough  of  White- 
haven. 

For  the  period  1st  January  to  14th  February,  when  the 
twenty-one  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  were  still  operating, 
the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  condemned 
in  whole  or  part : — 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Not 

Known 

Number  inspected 

85 

' 

18 

— 

250 

45 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

16 

4 





2 

18.82 

22.22 

4.44 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

2 

6 







2.35 

33.33 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  shows  the  diseases  found,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  and  the  amount  of  meat  affected  and  destroyed: 

Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs . 

Distomatosis  ...  ...  ...  i 3 14 

Pericarditis  — — 15 

Decomposition  ...  4 1 6 
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F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

i. — Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  notified  during  1940,  are  shown  by  age,  admis- 
sion to  hospital,  and  deaths,  in  the  accompanying  Table:  — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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-8  Cases  notified  from  Hospital,  2 Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital, 
t — Admitted  City  General  Hospital,  Carlisle. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  a decrease  of  37  cases  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  Attack  Rate  was  0.5  per  1,000  of  population. 

Only  one  case  was  admitted  to  Hospital,  and  there  were 
no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

Nineteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  the  Attack 
Rate  per  1,000  of  population  being  0.7.  Eighteen  cases  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  There  were  three  deaths  from  this 
disease,  one  case  dying  before  being  notified/  one  dying  in 
Galemire  Hospital,  and  one  in  Ellerbeck  Hospital  within  a few 
hours  of  admission. 

During  the  year,  418  school  children  were  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  under  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme , 
making  a total  of  3,144  by  the  Council’s  Officers  since  their 
scheme  was  put  into  operation  in  1936,  in  addition  to  inocula- 
tions that  have  been  carried  out  in  the  area  at  various  times 
by  Officers  of  the  County  Council  in  connection  with  their 
Summer  Camp  Scheme. 

The  method  employed  was  the  "two-shot”  method  using 
A.P.T.  (Parke  Davis  & Co.)  at  intervals  of  not  less  than  one 
month. 

The  table  that  follows  shows  the  position  with  regard  to 
inoculation  in  all  schools  in  the  area.  From  this  it  can  be  seen 
that  69  per  cent,  of  the  total  school  population  on  the  registers 
at  the  close  of  1940  had  been  immunised,  and  that  the  propor- 
tion in  different  schools  ranges  between  such  widely  varying 
limits  as  29  to  99  per  cent. 
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ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1940. 


SCHOOL 

No.  in- 
oculated 
by  L.A. 
1940 

No.  on 
Register 
end  of 
1940 

No  im- 
munised 
end  of 
1940+ 

Percent- 
age im- 
munised 

Arlecdon  Council. 

19 

200 

119 

60 

Beckermet  C.  of  E. 

13 

45 

30 

67 

Bigrigg. 

4 

69 

31 

45 

Calderbridge. 

8 

63 

42 

67 

Cleator  Council. 

32 

221 

151 

68 

do.  St.  Mary’s. 

11 

94 

75 

80 

Cleator  Moor  Montreal  Infants 

24 

84 

31 

37 

do.  Montreal  Mixed. 

12 

240 

153 

64 

do  St  Patrick’s  Boys. 

2 

145 

142 

99 

do.  do.  Girls. 

— 

151 

128 

85 

do.  do  Infants. 

38 

104 

45 

43 

Distington  Infants. 

14 

77 

33 

43 

do.  Mixed. 

6 

120 

90 

75 

Dyon  Council. 

4 

85 

49 

58 

Egremont  Bookwell  Boys. 

5 

188 

166 

83 

do  Bookwell  Infants. 

43 

120 

66 

55 

do.  Central  Girls. 

3 

185 

168 

91 

do.  St.  Bridget’s. 

7 

98 

71 

72 

Ennerdale. 

5 

35 

10 
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Frizington  Council. 

17 

182 

140 

77 

do.  St.  Joseph’s. 

13 

126 

85 

69 

do.  St.  Paul’s. 

26 

180 

114 

63 

Gosforth. 

6 

122 

86 

70 

Haile. 

— 

20 

10 

50 

Keekle  Terrace. 

17 

43 

38 

88 

Lamplugh  Council. 

4 

43 

30 

70 

do.  Parochial. 

7 

45 

21 

47 

Lowca  Council. 

15 

143 

118 

82 

Moor  Row. 

21 

174 

105 

60 

Moresby  Council. 

7 

157 

108 

69 

Parton  Boys. 

4 

91 

81 

89 

do.  Girls  and  Infants. 

18 

140 

93 

66 

St.  Bees 

10 

90 

63 

70 

Thornhill. 

3 

145 

102 

70 

418 

4025 

2794 

69 

t This  number  includes  all  who  have  been  immunised  at  any  time 
under  both  County  and  Local  arrangements. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

Five  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified.  All  the  cases 
were  removed  to  Ellerbeck  Hospital,  and  there  was  one  death 
from  the  disease. 

Actually  seven  cases  were  admitted  as  Typhoid  or  sus- 
pected Typhoid.  Six  proved  positive.  All  the  positive  cases 
occurred  in  Frizington — three  families  being  affected.  The 
mode  of  spread  was  clearly  established,  the  families  being 
related,  but  it  was  not  found  possible  definitely  to  establish 
the  original  source  of  the  outbreak. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Eleven  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during 
the  year.  Eight  of  these  were  notified  from  Whitehaven 
Hospital,  and  two  others  notified  from  their  homes  were 
admitted  to  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  was  notified.  The  child  was  notified  from  home 
and  was  sent  to  the  City  General  Hospital,  Carlisle,  under 
County  arrangements  for  treatment. 

Pneumonia. 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  Acute,  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneu- 
monia were  notified. 

Erysipelas. 

Eighteen  cases  were  notified. 

Measles. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  cases  were  notified,  and 
there  was  one  death. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Thirty-one  cases  were  notified,  and  there  was  one  death. 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Five  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  three  deaths. 
Actually  twelve  cases  were  admitted  as  Cerebro-spinal 
Fever  to  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals — seven  to  Galemire 
prior  to  the  re-organisation  of  hospitals,  and  five  to  Ellerbeck. 
Of  these,  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  eight  cases,  and  there 
were  two  deaths — one  at  Galemire  and  one  at  Ellerbeck.  The 
other  death  took  place  at  home  before  the  case  could  be 
removed,  and  no  laboratory  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis  was 
obtained. 
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Galemire  Fever  Hospital. 

Galemire  Fever  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  Ennerdale 
Rural  District  Council,  continued  to  be  used  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  jointly  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  from 
the  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  from  Whitehaven,  and  also 
for  cases  from  Millom  Rural  District,  on  the  same  arrange- 
ments as  before. 

On  the  ist  April  the  Hospital  was  taken  over  by  the  West 
Cumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  was  reserved  for  the 
treatment  of  Diphtheria  cases  from  the  area  served  by  the 
Board,  viz.: — Cockermouth  Urban  District,  Cockermouth 
Rural  District,  Ennerdale  Rural  District,  Maryport  Urban 
District,  Millom  Rural  District,  Wigton  Rural  District,  White- 
haven Borough,  and  Workington  Borough. 

Report  for  the  quarter  ending  31st  March,  1940: 


Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Cerebro- 
spinal Fever 

Other  Cases 

Total. 

In  Hospital 

1-1-40 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Admitted  to  31-3-40 

5 

5 

5 

3 

18 

Discharged  to  31-3-40 

6 

6 

4 

3 

19 

Died 

— 

- — - 

1 

1 

In  Hospital  1-4-40 
(Transferred  to  West  Cumberland 
Joint  Hospital  Board) 

4 

— 

— 

4 

At  the  close  of  1939  there  were  six  cases  in  Hospital — 
four  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  one  of  Scarlet  Fever  belonging 
to  Ennerdale  Rural  District,  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
belonging  to  Whitehaven.  During  the  quarter  ended  31st 
March,  1940,  eighteen  cases  were  admitted  as  follows:  — 


Whitehaven.  Ennerdale 

Millom 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

R.D. 

1 3 

R.D. 

1 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 5 

— 

5 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 4 

— 

5 

Other  cases 

— 2 

1 

3 

2 14 

2 

18 

32 


The  '‘other  cases”  included  two  cases  from  Ennerdale 
sent  in  as  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed,  and  one  case  of  German  Measles  from  Millom 
Rural  District. 

Of  the  five  confirmed  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  cases,  four 
made  excellent  recoveries,  the  fifth  being  moribund  on 

admission  and  dying  within  a few  hours. 

Altogether  nineteen  cases  were  discharged  cured,  one 
died,  and  four  cases  were  in  Hospital  on  ist  April,  1940,  when 
the  Hospital  Board  took  over.  These  were  all  cases  of  Diph- 
theria, three  belonging  to  Ennerdale  and  one  to  Millom. 

The  patient  days  for  the  quarter  were  326,  viz. : 

Whitehaven  ...  50 

Ennerdale  . . . 261 

Millom  ...  15 


II. — Cancer. 

There  were  40  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1940 — 18  males 
and  22  females — giving  a Mortality  Rate  of  1.5  per  1,000  of 
population. 


Deaths  from  this  disease  were  four  more  than  in  the 
previous  year. 


The  sites  of  the  lesions  in 

the  two  groups  were 

as  follows : 

Jaw 

Males. 

2 

Females. 

Stomach 

3 

Parotid 

• • • • • • 

1 

Liver 

2 

Tongue 

1 

Colon 

3 

Stomach 

• • • . . • 

4 

Rectum 

3 

Pancreas 

• • . . • * 

3 

Ovary 

1 

Liver 

• • • * • • 

2 

Uterus 

2 

Colon 

• • • • • • 

2 

Vulva 

1 

Rectum 

• • • • • • 

2 

Breast 

3 

Kidney 

• • • • • • 

1 

Skin 

1 

18 

Lungs 

Brain 

2 

1 

22 

The  average  age  at  death  of  all  cases  was  61 — for  males 
62  and  for  females  60. 


III. — (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 
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( b ) Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

By  the  Regulations  the  Local  Authority  can  prevent  any- 
one suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  tract  and  in 
an  infectious  state  from  being  employed  in  connection  with  a 
dairy  or  the  handling  of  milk  or  vessels  for  containing  milk. 
The  Regulations  also  forbid  anyone  knowing  he  is  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  from  undertaking  such  employment.  No 
action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations.  Nor  was  any 
action  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  empowers 
a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  on  the  application  of  the 
Local  Authority,  to  make  an  order  for  the  removal  to,  and 
detention  in,  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
who  are  in  an  infectious  state  and  dangerous  to  the  public 
health. 


IV. — TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  and  mortality 
for  the  District  during  1940 : — 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

N on-Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

2 

1 

5—10 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

10—15 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

15—20 

3 

6 

3 

2 

0 

3 

2 

1 

20—25 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

25—35 

4 

4 

1 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

35—45 

4 

1 

1 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 

45—55 

4 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

55—65 

4 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

1 

65  and 
upwards 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

20 

16 

11 

9 

21 

10 

6 

4 

New  cases,  including  8 deaths  not  previously  notified, 
numbered  56,  36  respiratory  and  20  non-respiratory.  This 
shows  an  increase,  compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  five 
cases,  the  respiratory  cases  being  4 less,  and  the  non-respira- 
tory nine  more. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  41,  eight  more  than 
in  1939. 

The  Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  was : — 

Ennerdale  England  and 
R.D.  Wales. 

Respiratory  ...  ...  1.14 

Non-Respiratory  ...  0.37 

All  Forms  ...  ...  1.50 

Of  the  deaths,  8 or  19%  were  not  previously  notified  as 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  and  in  each  case  a satisfactory 
explanation  was  received. 

The  number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  district  who  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : — 

Sanatorium  Treatment. 


In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1940. 

Admitted 

Dis- 

charged. 

Died. 

In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1941. 

Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

7 

13 

11 

4 

5 

Women  

4 

10 

8 

— 

6 

Boys  

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Girls  

3 

2 

4 

— 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Women  

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

Boys  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Girls  

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Observation  Cases: 

Males 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

Females  

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

22 

37 

38 

5 

16 

35 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  1940  was:  — 

Respiratory — Males  90 

— Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Non-Respiratory — Males  30 

— Females  38 


Total  . . . 257 


■ 


